DOCUMENT ANALYSIS

Remember, when analyzing documents be sure to:

	1. Check the date it was made and the source

a. Is it from the time period of study/a first hand account (Primary or secondary?)

b. Who is the source? Are they biased?
	
2. What type of document is it? - Letter, photograph, essay, painting, etc.

	3. Description of the document

		a. What does the document show?

		b. What purpose does the document serve?

c. Is there anything interesting about this document or something unusual?
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Directions: Using the primary and secondary sources in addition to your own outside knowledge about the Aztecs, respond to the question: “Should historians emphasize agriculture or human sacrifice?”  To adequately answer this question, your paper should be around 1-2 pages.
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Be sure to use textual evidence from the documents when you write your paper and to cite them specifically/explicitly in your writing! You paper should be typed (and printed out), or neatly handwritten.


	In addition to the content, make sure that your paper: 

1. DMS Heading
	
2. Is double-spaced
				
3. Is Times New Roman 
		
4. Is 12-point font
		
5. Has 1 inch margins
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	2
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	Thesis
Addresses the prompt and maps out the argument to be made.








	Contains a clearly stated thesis that identifies the major reasons used to answer the question. 
	Contains a general stated thesis that identifies/maps out the major reasons used to answer the question.
	Contains a thesis that begins to identify the major reasons used to answer the question. 
	Contains a thesis that only repeats or rephrases the question
	Contains no thesis

	Use of Documents: Effectively uses documents to support arguments










	Skillfully uses all  documents/artifacts and:

· Contains no significant factual errors or misrepresentation of documents.
·  Recognizes point of view where applicable. 
· Draws inferences and conclusion

	Skillfully uses most of the  documents/artifacts and:

· Contains a few factual errors or misrepresentations of documents
· Recognizes point of view where applicable.
· Formulates generally accurate conclusions
	Uses some of the documents/artifacts and:
 
· Contains little supplementary information
· Attempts to formulate some conclusions: may contain some factual errors. 
· Does not recognize point of view
	Uses little information from the documents and: 

· Merely quotes or briefly cites documents, or misunderstands documents.  
· Draws vague conclusions
· Does not recognize point of view
	No use of  documents
in essay. 

	Analysis:
 Makes plausible inferences and a rational argument




	Incorporates accurate and relevant background knowledge. Presents analysis which reflects understanding of complex issues.  
	Incorporates accurate and relevant background knowledge. Presents analysis which reflects some understanding/analysis of complex issues. 
	Attempts rational argument and attempts to connect outside knowledge and/or  evidence  from documents to the thesis.
	Uses minimal information from documents or copies from documents and uses minimal outside information. Analysis, although attempted is not accurate. 
	Uses unclear or inaccurate information for documents. Includes no outside information .Fails to provide analysis.

	Organization and Clarity:
A coherent essay with thesis, topic sentence, analysis, and conclusion



	Writes a well developed essay consistently demonstrating clear and logical organization including a strong introductory paragraph that includes a clear thesis and a conclusion that effectively summarizes the argument.   
	Introductory paragraph includes a clear thesis. Body paragraphs contain topic sentences and substantial supporting evidence. Fluid writing and organization move the argument forward. Student provides basic conclusion. 
	Unevenly developed with a general plan of organization. Introductory paragraph contains a weak thesis or thesis is misplaced.  Some body paragraphs lack cohesion. Describes documents more often than draws conclusion.  
	Essay is poorly organized.  Vague or missing introduction and/ or a conclusion.  
	Organization is not evident. Does not include an introduction or conclusion

	
Total Score ___________ and Comments: 
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Document C

Source: Mural by Mexican artist Diego Rivera, circa 1929. National Palace, Mexico City.

Diego Rivera Mural

Document Analysis

1. Who is the artist and when was
the mural painted?

2. What are the men and women
doing in the mural?

3, Is there any evidence of spiritual
belief in the painting?

4, Diego Rivera was a member of
the Mexican Communist Party.
He was concerned about worker
rights and worker equality. Does
that influence your thoughts
about the value of this document?
Explain.

. Note: The mural shows the Basin of Mexico during Aztec times. The men
5. How might you use the document  at the right plant and harvest the maize (corn) while the women on the

i 5 . left grind and roll it into tortillas. Behind them is a person dressed as a
10 a‘lgue the. 1mp01tance.0f corn goddess. Rows of chinampas plots stretch across the lake as far as
agriculture in Aztec society? the eye can see. Two great volcanoes rise above the scene.
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Document D

Source: Friar Diego Duran, The History of the Indies of New Spain, 1581.

Note: Diego Duran was a Spanish priest who lived in Mexico. His book is one of the earliest Western accounts of the
history and culture of the Aztecs.

The prisoners taken at Teuclepec were brought out. Motecuhzoma and Chihuacoatl
[“chi-wah-coat-el”] began to sactifice them, slicing open their chests and extracting their
hearts. First, they raised the hearts to the sun, then they threw them into the shrine
before the gods. This sacrifice began at midday and ended at nightfall, Two thousand
three hundred men were killed and their blood bathed the entire temple and stairway.
Each time the priest cut out a heart, they rolled the body down the stairs.

Source: Codex Mendoza, 1542. The Codex Mendoza was commissioned by the Spanish Viceroy of Mexico
in 1541 to provide King Charles V of Spain a clearer idea about his new subjects. The illustrations
in the Codex were drawn by Aztec artists. The text was written by Spanish priests,

Document Analysis
1. According to the passage from Friar Diego Duran, who are the people being sacrificed?
How many are there?

2. Is there any evidence as to why the victims are being sacrificed?

3. Examine the illustration and the note above it. Consider the artists and authors. Do you think the
illustration provides an accurate picture of what really happened? Explain your thinking.

4. With this document in mind, what should historians emphasize about the Aztecs?
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Document E

Source: Friar Bernardino de Sahagun, Florentine Codex, Il, circa 1555.

Note: Bemardino de Sahagun was a Spanish priest who interviewed Aztecs about their lives and culture.
This is a 17-year-old Aztec scribe’s impression of ritual sacrifice, as told to the friar sometime after 1529.

’W/‘ en o saw this ceremony last yearasa memlier qf of e pnestl_’y schiool; -
 Twas amazed by the physical beauty of the enemy warrior who was
Iiz[lécf at the end of the Sestival, This seasoned warrior, whom we cﬁange -
from a fuman into the god Tezcathpoca [ ‘tehis-cah-tlee-pofi-cat’, the god

: qf war}; can hiave 1o blemish 1 upon fiis body, and fieis treated [zl{g our
 most roya[ famity member during the long year leading up to his samﬁce
 During that time e is given all the finest [uxurzes from the nobles’ store-
- fouses, znc[uding fooaﬁs, clothies, teachers, women, and'i instruction. He.
 walks among us as a living god, and I was impressed and felt pride  for my
 altepetl [village] when the younger people stoppecf their work or play and
- were mesmerized by him and his entoutage of servants and guards as tf ey
;strollbd‘ th rougﬁ the city or rode in the cances along the canals, -
 Many of us become attached to this [wmg god, and a tem6[e sadness
- comes over some of the women when, at the emf of the year, fie is taken o
Chalco and zﬁmem&rzz[ n pub'lic view, Let me share with you my images
- anJ memories of what b appenezf last year when I fo[[owezf his every move-
~ 1 ment. It m[[ ﬁe[p me prepczre my pamtmgs in the 6oofiof sacred /iwtory

Document Analysis

1. Who is the source of this account?

2. What is the physical appearance of the enemy warrior?

3. How do villagers treat the warrior before he is sactificed?
4. Why is the enemy warrior treated in this fashion?

5. How do the young women of the village feel when the warrior is taken to Chalco to be sacrificed?

6. Consider Documents D and E. What should historians say about Aztec sacrifice?
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Document A

Source: Map created from various sources.

Territorial Acquisitions by Aztec Rulers
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Note: Aztec warriors had the reputation of being fierce fighters, and most territories shown on the map were acquired by
force, Independent territories on the map were sometimes the result of a deliberate policy that unoccupied fands
remain available for future “flower wars” in order to provide an ongoing supply of “flowers” (captured sacrifice victims).

Document Analysis
1. According to the map, who was the first Aztec ruler to conquer lands in central Mexico?

2. How did the Aztecs acquire most new pieces of land?

3, The area of the state of Ohio is about 40,000 square miles. At its peak, how did the Aztec Empire
compare? Give an area estimate.

4, Explain why some of the territories on the map are gray.

5. Judging from the map, what inferences can you make about Aztec government and administration?

6. Based on this document,what one or two facts about the Aztecs deserve special emphasis?
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Document B

Source: Peter N. Stearns et, al., World Civilizations: The Global Experience, Addison Wesley, 2001.

In and around Lake Texcoco, the Aztecs developed an ingenious system for irrigating agriculture
called chinampas. These were floating islands approximately seventeen feet long and one hundred
to three hundred thirty feet wide that rested in reed frames that were anchored to the bottom of the
lake. Willow trees were planted at intervals to provide shade. Approximately twenty thousand acres
of chinampas were constructed [around Tenochtitlan] and the yield from them was high: four corn
crops per year were possible.

Sources: Drawing at left from the Aztec manuscript Matricula
de Tributos, circa 1542. Drawing below from David
Carrasco and Scott Sessions: Dally Life of the
Aztecs: People of the Sun and Earth, 1998.
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Document Analysis

1. An acre is about the size of a football field. How many acres of chinampas surrounded
Tenochtitlan ("ten-och-teet-lan”)?

2. What kept the soil of the chinampas from oozing into the network of canals? What anchored each
chinampas plot to solid ground beneath the water level?

3. From the document, what inferences can you make about law and order in Aztec society?

4. What do you think historians should emphasize about chinampas farming?
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